Cervical cancer: a call for political will.
Cervical cancer kills over a quarter of a million women worldwide on an annual basis, with 80% of these deaths occurring in developing countries. Cytology-based screening programs, widely used in industrialized countries, are difficult to implement in low-resource settings. Non-cytological methods for screening and treatment have been developed and studied over the last decade. Given the barriers to widespread, good quality screening and early treatment, the most promising new prevention strategy will be the introduction of a vaccine to prevent human papillomavirus infection, the cause of cervical cancer. Understanding women's health-seeking behaviors is critical to successful dissemination and uptake of both screening and vaccine prevention strategies.